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Theme I :
The Brightest and Best

يالثان: الفصل الدراسياللغة الإنجليزية: المادة الحادي عــشــر   : ف ــصــال
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Look at these pictures and  
guess our topic today.
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Unit 1 
Olympic Fever 
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New Vocabulary

The best or fastest ever done

• He ran the 100 meters in 9.79 seconds and 

broke/smashed the world record.

• She set/established a new European record in 

the high jump.

record      noun [ C ]
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connected with the riding of horses

• They plan to hold the Olympics' equestrian events in 

another part of the city.

Equestrian   adjective

New Vocabulary
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an informal name for someone or something, especially 

a name that you are called by your friends or family, 

usually based on your real name or your character :

• We always use the nickname Bee for our daughter 

Elizabeth.

Nickname     noun [C]

New Vocabulary
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someone or something, especially a person or animal, 

that has beaten all other competitors in a competition: 

an Olympic champion

• She is the world champion for the third year in 

succession.

Champion     noun [C]

New Vocabulary
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a person who takes part in or becomes involved 

in a particular activity.

•  The games is an international sporting 

event with more than three thousand 

participants.

Participant noun [ C ]

New Vocabulary
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a person who is elected or chosen to lead the 

group who governs a town or city.

• We need a mayor who is tough enough to clean up this 

town.

Mayor     noun [C]

New Vocabulary
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The Beijing Olympic Games 

In August 2008, China hosted the Summer Olympic Games for the first time. The Games 

were a brilliant success. They opened on 8 August in Beijing in a fantastic ceremony 

which lasted over four hours and featured more than 15,000 performers. During the 

Games, several hundred million people across the world watched on TV as more than 40 

world records and over 130 Olympic records were broken. 
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The Beijing Olympic Games 

Thirty-seven venues were used, including six outside Beijing. The equestrian events took 

place in Hong Kong while the sailing events were in Qingdao. Football matches took place 

in four other Chinese cities. The venues for the Games combined the best of ancient and 

modern China. The National Stadium, nicknamed the  Bird’s Nest’, and the National 

Swimming Centre, nicknamed the ‘Water Cube’, were amazing examples of modern Chinese 

architecture. The road for the cycling race followed the Great Wall and passed in front of 

the Forbidden City, symbols of China from thousands of years ago.



Grade : B11        English 

Theme 1 :  The Brightest and Best

Athletes from a record 204 National Olympic Committees took part in the 
Games. Several countries won medals for the first time, such as Tajikistan, 
which won a bronze medal in judo, and a silver medal in wrestling. Mongolia 
won gold medals in boxing and judo, and Panama took its first gold medal in 
athletics. There were many champions at the Games. Two of the most 
memorable were the US swimmer Michael Phelps, who won 8 gold medals in 
swimming, and Usain Bolt, the Jamaican sprinter who broke both the 100m and 
200m world records. 
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The closing ceremony was held on 24 August at the Bird’s Nest and was 
just as amazing as the opening ceremony. It included singers from Hong 
Kong, the Chinese mainland, Singapore, Taiwan and the UK. The German film 
maker, Klaus Bedelt, wrote the music for the closing ceremony. Famous 
English footballer David Beckham made an appearance. The ceremony 
included the handover of the Olympic flag to the Mayor of the city next 
in line to host the Games – London in 2012.
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Skim the text below about the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games.

1) Match each of the heading’s  a – d  to a paragraph in the text. 

a)  Closing ceremony

b)  Success of the Games

c)  Venue

d)  Medals and champions 

In August 2008, China hosted the Summer Olympic Games for the first time. The Games 
were a brilliant success. They opened on 8 August in Beijing in a fantastic ceremony 
which lasted over four hours and featured more than 15,000 performers. During the 
Games, several hundred million people across the world watched on TV as more than 40 
world records and over 130 Olympic records were broken. 



Thirty-seven venues were used, including six outside Beijing. The equestrian events took 
place in Hong Kong while the sailing events were in Qingdao. Football matches took place in 
four other Chinese cities. The venues for the Games combined the best of ancient and modern 
China. The National Stadium, nicknamed the ‘Bird’s Nest’, and the National Swimming Centre, 
nicknamed the Water Cube’, were amazing examples of modern Chinese architecture. The road 
for the cycling race followed the Great Wall and passed in front of the Forbidden City, symbols 
of China from thousands of years ago. 
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Read the text again and answer the questions.

a. How long did the opening ceremony last ? 

b. b. What two buildings were given nicknames ? 

c. Which country won its first gold medal ? 

d. What was handed over at the closing ceremony ?    
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A. How long did the opening ceremony last ?    (paragraph 1)

In August 2008, China hosted the Summer Olympic Games for the first time. The Games 

were a brilliant success. They opened on 8 August in Beijing in a fantastic ceremony 

which lasted over four hours and featured more than 15,000 performers. During the 

Games, several hundred million people across the world watched on TV as more than 40 

world records and over 130 Olympic records were broken. 
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B.  What two buildings were given nicknames ?    (paragraph 2)

Thirty-seven venues were used, including six outside Beijing. The equestrian events took 

place in Hong Kong while the sailing events were in Qingdao. Football matches took place in 

four other Chinese cities. The venues for the Games combined the best of ancient and modern 

China. The National Stadium, nicknamed the ‘Bird’s Nest’, and the National Swimming Centre, 

nicknamed the ‘Water Cube’, were amazing examples of modern Chinese architecture. The road 

for the cycling race followed the Great Wall and passed in front of the Forbidden City, 

symbols of China from thousands of years ago. 
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C. Which country won its first gold medal ?    (paragraph 3)

Athletes from a record 204 National Olympic Committees took part in the Games. Several 

countries won medals for the first time, such as Tajikistan, which won a bronze medal in judo, 

and a silver medal in wrestling. Mongolia won gold medals in boxing and judo, and Panama took its 

first gold medal in athletics. There were many champions at the Games. Two of the most 

memorable were the US swimmer Michael Phelps, who won 8 gold medals in swimming, and Usain 

Bolt, the Jamaican sprinter who broke both the 100m and 200m world records. 
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D. What was handed over at the closing ceremony ?    (paragraph 4)

The closing ceremony was held on 24 August at the Bird’s Nest and was just as amazing as 

the opening ceremony. It included singers from Hong Kong, the Chinese mainland, Singapore, 

Taiwan and the UK. The German film maker, Klaus Bedelt, wrote the music for the closing 

ceremony. Famous English footballer David Beckham made an appearance. The ceremony 

included the handover of the Olympic flag to the Mayor of the city next in line to host the 

Games – London in 2012. 
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• Let’s write down eight sentences about these two athletes :

Usain Bolt

Born :  21 August 1986

Nationality :  Jamaican

Height :  1.96 m

Sport :  Sprinting

Gold medals at 2008 Olympics :  3

Other information :

Nicknamed ‘Lightning Bolt 

 

B. Michael Phelps 
Born :  30 June 1985

Nationality :  American

Height :  1.93 m

Sport :  Swimming

Gold medals at 2008 Olympics :  8

Other information :

‘World Swimmer of the Year’ 6 times 



Thanks
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