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Look at t'hecartbch. what point do you think it is »tryihg to make?

large salary
So, Ibrahim, what kind of
career are you interested in?
international

e ™ travel
2 )
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= company car
) 00 and laptop
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[Look at the cartoon. What point do you think it 1str~y1ng to make? }

The cartoon aims to show that = &=
there can be a huge gap betweena
young persSon's perception of a job,
and the reality.

Young people can undereStimate
the Skills required by a job, or not
appreciate that they have to start
at the bottom in their chosen
career, and work their way up
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The work environment in Oman iS changing rapidly , making it
more confusSing for young OmaniS to chooSe the right
career. It is useful for Students to do aptitude tesSts
designed by pSychologists to help them find out what jobs are
best suited to their skills and falentS. Young people alSo

need to understand the value of teamwork and flexibility fo
companieS and busSinesseS today. The criteria involved in
getting a good job include being able to write an excellent
Curriculum Vitae (CV), filling in an application form
correctly and writing a good covering letter , as well as
performing well at interviews.
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rapidly: quickly

career: job or profesSsion that you have been trained for, and that you do for a long time
aptitude tests: tests that find out how suitable your abilities are to do a particular job
pSychologists: professionals who Study mental processes and behavior

talents: natural abilities to do Something well

flexibility: ability to change easily and adapt to different conditions

criteria: Standards usSed for judging Something

Curriculum Vitae (CV): document giving information about you, your qualifications and
work experience

application form: document that you fill in when applying for Something Such as a job or
courSe at university or college

covering letter: letter giving an overview about yourself, and the documents you are
attaching or enclosSing, Such as a CV

performing: carrying out
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Dear Counsellor,

I'm a 16 years old Student and I'm really confuSed about chooSing the right career. The problem is,
there's So much choice thesSe days. My father has hiS own company, and he wants me fo Study
busSiness administration, but I'm not very interested in buSiness.

I've thought about becoming an air traffic controller, but I'm not good at math and science, and the

training iS very long. I have good communication Skills, and I've often thought about a career in the
media - perhaps a journalist or a TV reporter. 1 like acting too. Or maybe I could get a job as a tour
guide. I like computers and I'm quite creative, So perhaps I could be a web deSigner or a computer
programmer. I'm fond of animals, and I'd love to work with them, So perhaps I Should train fo be a
vet, or maybe just work in a pet Shop.

what do you think? Can you advise me which career to choose?

Yours,
Confused
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The advantages and disadvantages (pros and conS) of each career
- for example, acting iS inSecure

The desirable qualifications of each career

- for example, it would be good to have a knowledge of languages to be a tour guide

The phrases usSed to express suggestions and give advice.
- This student Should . . .

- We think the student Should . ..

- It would be a good idea for the Student to . ..

- Why doesn't the student .. .2

- The Student needs to . . .
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Read the following texts and decide which perSonahty ‘type you are. This will help you to
choosSe the right kind of career. That is, ’the ‘types of jobS which you are best suited for and

would find most emoyable

* . . . ’ d ’ » . * .
People with a realistic personality are practical. People with an investigative personality are
They like working with their hands and using curious, They enjoy learning and like analysing
machines and tools. situations and solving problems.

People with an artistic personality are creative, People with a social personality are friendly,

They like to express themselves through art. They enjoy working with other people and
training them.

People with an enterprising personality are f People with a conventional personality are

confident. They are good at leading others, and careful and like to follow routines. They are

persuading them to do things. They are also risk good at organising things and paying

takers. attention to detail.
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queshon Accmrdmg ‘to S‘teff‘ wha‘t SklllS do you need ‘to be a good wea‘ther

Read the article about Steff Gaul‘te.r AS you read look for ‘the answer ‘to ‘thls e
PFESenter? Sih

An Interesflng Caree.r

Steff Gaulfer is the Senior weafher preSen‘ter for Al
Jazeera English TV. Al‘though she studied physics at
university, She had never thought sSpecifically about
_ a career as a weather preSenter.
However, after graduating, Steff saw an advertisement
by the UK Meteorological Office (the Met Office).
They were looking for graduates in physics and math to train as weafher‘
forecasters. Steff applied and was accepted. After an 18 month training
coursSe, She went for an interview as a British Broadcasting Corporation
(BRC) weather presSenter. In 2006, She moved to Doha to work for Al Jazeera.
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Read the article about Steff Gaul‘te.r AS you read look for ‘t‘he answer ‘to ‘thls
queshon ACCOrdmg ‘to S‘teff‘ wha‘t SklllS do you need ‘to be a good wea‘ther
preSenTer’P - - B e |

An In‘ter'esi‘mg C.areer

STef‘f beheves Thai? weafher presehiters need To be good af _ |
communicating. They need to be able to present their mf‘ormahon in an
interesting way that people can easily understand. In Steff's view, you
have to have an excellent memory. ThiS iS becausSe a weather '
forecaster, unlike a newSreader and a Sports preSenter, doesn't use
autocue and needs to Store all the information in hiS or her head.

For Steff, the moSt challenging aSpect of her job iS anSwering people's
quesStions live on-air.’ You have to be prepared for anything,’ She Says.
You can be asked anything from "what's the difference between a
tornado and a cyclone?” to "Why iS there So much rain in WeStern
Europe? You have to have an anSwer ready or people mll think you don't
know your job.’ &
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Decide if the f‘ollowmg STa‘teme.n“tS are True (T) FalSe (F) or 1£‘ ‘there iS no mf‘orma‘tlon :
glven (NG) Wrrte TFor NG in ‘the boxes e | :

1. stefr 'alwayé wanted to bea weather preSenterQ.. 4

2 ';S‘telff‘ dlda‘tr-ammg courss with the Met Office.

3, PreSenting the weather is similar to reading the news.

L. Steff is often asked queStions abou‘t the weather in
Oman
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Decide if the f‘ollowmg S‘ta‘temen“ts are True (T) FalSe (F) or 1£‘ ‘the.re iSno mf‘orma‘tlon ;
glven (NG) Wrrte TFor NG in ‘the boxes e | :

1 Sfeff always wan‘ted to be a wea’ther preSenter | o

2 S‘tef‘f‘ d1d a tr-almng Course wrth ‘the Mst Office. -« [T

3. Presen‘ting the weather is similar to reading the news. | F

L. Steff is often asked questlons abou‘t the weather in NG
Oman
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EEEEEETS

Work in groups of four. Talk for 1-2 minutes to the other members of your group about a job
that you would like to do. Before you begin, make notes in your exercise book about:

*what you know about this job *why you would like to do this job
*if you know anyone who does this job *why you think you would be good at this job

After your talk, be prepared to answer questions from your group.
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